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NORTH MISSISSIPPI ALLSTARS RETURN WITH UP AND ROLLING OCTOBER
4th, 2019

NEW WEST RECORDS DEBUT FEATURES MAVIS STAPLES, JASON ISBELL,
CEDRIC BURNSIDE, DUANE BETTS, AND SHARDE THOMAS

PASTE MAGAZINE PREMIERES “WHAT YOU GONNA DO?” FEATURING MAVIS
STAPLES TODAY

NORTH AMERICAN TOUR DATES ANNOUNCED

North Mississippi Allstars are set to return with Up and Rolling on October 4th via New West
Records. The 12-song set was produced by Luther and Cody Dickinson and recorded at The
Zebra Ranch, their family studio established by their father, the legendary Jim Dickinson in
Independence, MS. The album also features guest appearances from Mavis Staples, Jason Isbell,
Cedric Burnside, Duane Betts, and Sharde Thomas. Up and Rolling finds North Mississippi
Allstars getting back to their roots and recapturing the communal spirit upon which the band
was founded.

Today, Paste Magazine has premiered “What You Gonna Do?” featuring Mavis Staples. The
song originally appeared on The Staples Singers’ essential 1965 album Freedom Highway.
While speaking with Paste, Luther Dickinson said, “Freedom Highway became one of the
records that changed my life. Pulled from my father’s record collection, this music recorded live
in a Chicago church, transported me into a live church service with The Staples Singers with
drums and bass! This did not sound like my grandmother’s Baptist church. This gospel was so
beautiful, yet funky. ‘What You Gonna Do?’ is the bluest gospel song I have ever heard.” Hear
“What You Gonna Do?” Featuring Mavis Staples HERE.

A forgotten roll of film inspired a musical accompaniment, the North Mississippi Allstars’ new
record Up and Rolling. Shot before the turn of the century, the photographs resonate with the
music of four families from the Mississippi hills. The music "is the sound of modern
Mississippi," says Luther Dickinson.

In 1996, a photographer from Texas, Wyatt McSpadden, traveled to North Mississippi looking to
photograph local musicians. Brothers Luther and Cody Dickinson had grown up just south of
Memphis and cut their teeth playing experimental rock & roll together, as well as the roots
repertoire pioneered by their father, Jim Dickinson, a legendary producer (Big Star, the
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Replacements) and session player (Rolling Stones, Bob Dylan). Their feet were firmly planted in
the North Mississippi mud and music scene, and they were excited to show Wyatt around their
community, to introduce him to the musical families of Otha Turner, RL Burnside and Junior
Kimbrough. “Wyatt was so smooth nobody felt he was taking photos,” Luther recalls. “No one
was self-conscious or posing. Wyatt had a cloak of invisibility.”

A month after McSpadden took those photos, the newly formed North Mississippi Allstars made
their Memphis debut, incorporating their father’s concept of roots music as a framework for
improvisation and blending experimental/psychedelic excursions into Hill Country anthems. In
just a few short years, their lives would then be forever changed with the release of their debut
album Shake Hands with Shorty in 2000. They wouldn’t see most of the photos for over two
decades until McSpadden tracked the brothers down in 2017. Luther says, “The images stopped
me in my tracks and blew my mind. The music that changed our lives was captured in these
photographs. Cody and I wanted to set the music free and record an album to accompany these
photographs illustrating what Mississippi music sounded like in 1996 - and what it sounds like
now.” Up and Rolling takes listeners on a tour of this vibrant and rural community: through the
hills and along the back roads to Otha’s home, to Junior Kimbrough’s nightclub, and RL
Burnside's house parties.

Along with their originals, they covered some of their favorite songs by these local heroes, with
help from Cedric Burnside and Sharde Thomas, Otha Turner’s granddaughter. “She was only a
child when she became his apprentice and heir to the bamboo throne of fife and drum music,”
says Luther. “Now she’s the Queen of the Hill Country and my favorite singing partner.” In
addition to duetting with him on RL Burnside’s raunchy “Peaches,” she also sings with Luther
on Otha’s “Call That Gone.”

Mavis Staples keeps NMA marching on the freedom highway, singing on her family’s classic
"What You Gonna Do?”. Jason Isbell appears on a tune that has been in the Dickinson family
for years: “Our father recorded ‘Mean Old World” with Duane Allman and Eric Clapton during
the Layla sessions. Jason invited me to record an acoustic, slide guitar duo version. Cody came
up with the new arrangement and wanted to record an electric version with Jason and Duane
Betts, using ‘Mean Old World’ as a vehicle to lay down an epic statement about modern-day
roots rock guitar.”

Luther hopes, “the boogie is rooted, but spreads evasively from the kudzu jungle grown-over
Junior’s concrete slab and Otha’s porch boards through the Zebra Ranch’s razor wire chain link
fence. Transcending time and space, the music reaches out into the dark of night like the
wisteria vine, looking for free-hearted souls to latch onto and wedge into the foundations of
hate, slowly tearing down walls a generation at a time.”

In 23 years, North Mississippi Allstars have released ten acclaimed studio albums, three of
which were nominated for Grammy Awards in the Blues Album of the Year category. Luther
Dickinson has also garnered another four Grammy Award nominations in various categories as



well. They have also shared stages with Robert Plant, Mavis Staples, Patty Griffin, John Hiatt
among many others.

Up And Rolling will be available across Digital Retailers, Compact Disc, Standard Black vinyl,
Limited Edition Black & White Split Colored Vinyl available exclusively at Independent Retailers

and Clear & Black Smoke Swirl Colored Vinyl available for Pre-Order Now via New West
Records.

North Mississippi Allstars Up and Rolling Track Listing:
1. Call That Gone
2. Up and Rolling
3. What You Gonna Do? (feat. Mavis Staples)
4. Drunk Outdoors
5. Peaches
6. Mean Old World (feat. Jason Isbell and Duane Betts)
7. Out on the Road (feat. Cedric Burnside)
8. Lonesome in My Home
9. Bump that Mother
10. Living Free
11. Take My Hand, Precious Lord (feat. Cedric Burnside)
12. Otha’s Bye Bye Baby (feat. Otha Turner)

North Mississippi Allstars On Tour:
July 4th - Charlotte, NC U.S. National Whitewater Center
July 5th - Steamboat Springs, CO Steamboat Free Summer Concert Series
July 6th - East Moline, IL Mississippi Valley Blues Festival
July 11th - Baltimore, MD Modell Performing Arts Center at The Lyric
July 12th - Jim Thorpe, PA Penn’s Peak
July 13th - Bouckville, NY The Yard @ Ray’s Brothers BBQ
July 14th - Hampton Beach, NH Hampton Beach Casino Ballroom
July 16th - Huntington, NY Paramount Theatre
July 17th - Glen Allen, VA Innsbrook After Hours/Innsbrook Pavilion
July 19th - Nashville, TN Ryman Auditorium
July 20th - Birmingham, AL Avondale Brewing Company
July 27th - Fort Smith, AR Peacemaker Music & Arts Festival
August 1st - St. Louis, MO Off Broadway
August 10th - Vineyard Haven, MA Beach Road Weekend
August 17th - Montgomery, AL The Hog Days of Summer
August 31st - Copper Mountain, CO Copper Mountain Music Festival
September 1st - Hunstville, UT Blues, Brews, and BBQ at Snowbasin Resort
September 7th - Jasper, AL Foothills Festival
September 15th - Sonoma, CA Harvest Music Festival
September 21st - Gulfport, MS Chillin’ on the Gulf Music Festival
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October 4th - Portland, OR Aladdin Theater
October 5th - Seattle, WA Nectar
October 10th - San Juan Capistrano, CA The Coach House
October 12th - Joshua Tree, CA Joshua Tree Music Festival
October 18th - Berlin, Germany Privatclub
October 19th - Utrecht, Netherlands Tivoli Vredenburg
October 21st - Paris, France La Maroquinerie
October 23rd - London, UK Omeara
November 1st - Asbury Park, NJ Stone Pony
November 2nd - Brooklyn, NY Brooklyn Bowl
November 3rd - Fairfield, CT The Warehouse
November 6th - Buffalo, NY Buffalo Iron Works
November 7th - Ithaca, NY The Haunt
November 8th - Portland, ME Port City Music Hall
November gth - Boston, MA Brighton Music Hall
November 10th - Hartford, CT Infinity Hall Hartford
November 13th - Washington, DC The Hamilton Live
November 14th - Philadelphia, PA World Cafe Live
November 15th - Millvale, PA Mr. Smalls Theatre
November 16th - Cohoes, NY Cohoes Music Hall

www.nmallstars.com
www.newwestrecords.com

For More Information, Please contact:
Brady Brock | New West Records | 615-385-4777 | bradybrock@newwestrecords.com
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